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all the good stuff RIMTA has planned for you in 2018!

I would like to begin this January?s letter by highlighting RIMTA?s PD 
offerings for the remainder of this school year and going into next...

- In culmination of this year, our Spring Conference on Thursday, 
May 17th will welcome Sue O?Connell, a nationally known 
speaker and education consultant who directs Quality Teacher 
Development, an organization committed to providing 
outstanding math professional development for schools and 
districts across the country.  Susan O?Connell has decades of 
experience supporting teachers in making sense of mathematics 
and effectively shifting how they teach.  Go to 
http://bit.ly/2CHHbh7 to watch Sue talk about the links between 
reading and math.

- ATMNE 2018 is being hosted by RIMTA!!! SAVE THE DATE, 
December 6th and 7th at the Crowne Plaza in Warwick, RI. 
Check out the conference website at 
https://sites.google.com/view/atmne2018/home. This is a 
no-joking-matter? take a look at our speaker lineup! Call for 
proposals and vendors have already gone out; Registration 
opens April 22nd! See more information below in the 
newsletter.

Reflecting and Thinking Ahead
I went away with a good friend in Eastham, MA, a town on the Cape 
over break. I assure you, we did not go out there for the sunshine - 
although I happily looked out a window, overlooking a beautiful lake 
and a tree line that swayed in the 12 degree weather. We came up here 
for pure respite - I finished a book called In Praise of Slowness (I 
strongly suggest it), and we enjoyed fires in the fireplace, seats on the 
couch, and coloring mandalas in a new coloring book. We took the 
coldest walk on the beach and watched the fastest sunset over an 
iced-covered snowy beach. Respite was in order and we were taking full 
advantage!
Of course on our way back from our walk, we crafted a gigantic list of 
"we will do's in 2018" that we were vowing to commit ourselves to in 
the coming year. My friend, who also happens to be Jewish, went on to 
share with me the significance of the number 18 (2018) and its 
connection to the Jewish faith and traditions. In light of this 

(Continued on Page 6)

 Welcome Back - It's 2018!

I?d like to begin by expressing my sincerest hope that 
you all have had a joyful break and a restful holiday! It 
has been a quick first half of the year and the next part 
will be over before we know it. However, let?s celebrate 

https://sites.google.com/view/atmne2018/home
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RIMTA Coffee 
Hour

RIMTA held its first 
Coffee Hour on 
November 18 at Brewed 
Awakenings in Warwick.  
In that time, those who 
attended enjoyed a 
wonder ful discussion 
(and some great coffee 
and pastr ies) and 
everyone came away with 
new insights and 
connections.  
What is Coffee Hour, you 
may ask?  I t is an 
informal meeting of math 
educators willing to ask 
questions, share their 
ideas, and connect with 
teachers from around the 
state.  I t is similar to Dine 
and Discuss events run by 
other organizations.    
Another Coffee Hour is 
scheduled for Saturday, 
February 3 at 10:00 a.m., 
again at Brewed 
Awakenings in Warwick.  
There is no cost to attend. 
Check your email soon 
for an invitation.  

The Spring Meeting is the culmination of RIMTA's year.  
Scheduled for May 17 at the Radisson Hotel in Warwick, the 
Spring Meeting is both a great professional development 
opportunity and a celebration of great math teaching in Rhode 
Island.   
The featured speaker at the Spring Meeting will be Sue O'Connell.  
Sue is a nationally known speaker and education consultant who 
directs Quality Teacher Development, an organization committed 
to providing outstanding math professional development for 
schools and districts across the country.  She has authored or 
co-authored the Mastering the Basic Math Facts series, Putting the 
Practices into Action: Implementing the Common Core Standards 
for Mathematical Practice, Grades K-8, Now I Get It, and The 
Math Process Standards series.  You can follow Sue O'Connell on 
Twitter at @SueOConnellMath.   You can also learn more about 
her work through this webinar, found at http://bit.ly/2hSkUjU.  
While the majority of her work is focused on the elementary 
grades, her presentation will be applicable for teachers at all grade 
levels.
Dinner will be served after the presentation, awards will be 
presented, and there will be plenty of door prizes available.  To 
register for the Spring Meeting , please go to  www.rimta.net or 
http://0bc.xyz/5Ym.
Please see Page 5 of this newsletter for an exclusive interview with 
Ms. O'Connell.

2018 RIMTA SPRING MEETING

?One of the most 
attractive features of Sue 
O?Connell?s work and 
professional learning is 
the practicality of her 
ideas. She offers teachers 
tools, activities, and 
approaches that support 
high-quality mathematics 
but are easy to 
implement and doable in 
any classroom.?

John SanGiovanni
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2018 ATMNE Fall Conference
GIRLS GET 
MATH AT 

ICERM
The Institute for Computational 
and Experimental Research on 
Mathematics (ICERM) at Brown 
University will again offer its 
Girls Get Math summer program 
from August 6-10. 2018. This 
five-day non-residential 
mathematics program is open to 
high school girls who live in or 
near the greater Providence, RI 
area who will be entering the 10th 
or 11th grade the following 
September.
GirlsGetMath at ICERM 
encourages 20-25 young women 
to explore, and invites them to 
excel in, the mathematical 
sciences. Accomplished 
professional women lead the 
program. Potential topics include: 
cryptography, the mathematics of 
voting, image processing, prime 
numbers and factoring, and 
fractals.  
If you teach high school students 
and you know of a worthy 
candidate for next summer's 
camp, please consider nominating 
her when registration opens in the 
spring; the due date for 
applications is May 21.  Check 
out https://icerm.brown.edu/ 
girlsgetmath/2018/  or contact 
Ruth Crane at 
ruth_crane@icerm.brown.edu for 
more information.

It's official: the 2018 ATMNE Fall Conference will be held 
in Warwick on December 6-7, at the Crowne Plaza Hotel!  
The list of speakers already scheduled to appear is 
phenomenal and will only grow in the coming months. 
Jenny Bay-Williams-Professor at Univ. of Louisville; 
Author of Mathematics Coaching: Resources and Tools for 
Coaches and Leaders, K-12 & Teaching Student-Centered 
Mathematics: Grades Pre-K-2, 3-5, 6-8
Robert Berry-NCTM?s President-elect; Equity issues in 
mathematics education are central to Berry?s research 
efforts; Author of Pearson?s EnVision Math 2.0

Juli Dixon-Mathematics Professor at Univ. of Central FL; Author of Stroke of Luck, which 
brings to light the struggles that impacted her daughter?s learning and academics after 
suffering a stroke during surgery
Graham Fletcher-International Speaker; Author of many Elementary 3-Act Tasks; Focuses 
on conceptual understanding through problem-based lessons
Cathy Fosnot-Founder of New Perspectives on Learning; Author of Context for Learning 
Math Series, K-6; Senior Content Advisor with the academic team at Dreambox Learning 
Eli Luberoff-CEO of Desmos...enough said!
Eric Milou-Professor at Rowan Univ. & Co-Author of Pearson?s Digits (MS Grades Math 
Curriculum)
Max Ray-Riek-Professional Collaboration Facilitator at The Math Forum; Lead Author of 
Powerful Problem Solving: Activities for Sense-Making with the Math Practices
John SanGiovanni-Author of Putting the Practices into Action; Math Supervisor in 
Howard County, MD
Ellen Whitesides-A Founding Director of Illustrative Mathematics; Harvard Professor; 
Dedicates her work to educational equity for some of our most vulnerable populations

For more information, please check the conference website 
https://sites.google.com/view/atmne2018/home regularly for updates.  While conference 
registration is not yet open, the call for presenters is!

CALL FOR PRESENTER PROPOSALS!!
The call for Presenter Proposals is NOW OPEN!!  Please visit our conference website at 
the link above or go directly to this link https://r imta.wildapr icot.org/event-2722182 to 
submit a proposal.  Contact Program Chair Lyn Channey at atmneriprogram@gmail.com 
should you have any questions.  
UPDATE-THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING SPEAKER PROPOSALS HAS 

BEEN EXTENDED TO FEBRUARY 10!!!  PLEASE CONSIDER 
SUBMITTING YOUR PROPOSAL TODAY.

       Ellen            Robert Berry        Juli Dixon        Graham          Eric Milou        Eli Luberoff
   Whitesides                                                             Fletcher

https://rimta.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=e4d6QXWqWIy2JnPo8FN7YVnxBR%2fyVTLhSSydflvkyvxqnYnd2yjcQIyTavHuNKZYTAqf29bh1jxyMZhabFMr3y6EQMpZoc3yRf5W4%2bl%2bC8I%3d
https://rimta.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=e4d6QXWqWIy2JnPo8FN7YVnxBR%2fyVTLhSSydflvkyvxqnYnd2yjcQIyTavHuNKZYTAqf29bh1jxyMZhabFMr3y6EQMpZoc3yRf5W4%2bl%2bC8I%3d
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Now is the time to support 
your colleagues and suggest 
that they join RIMTA!!! There 
is now a referral spot on 
RIMTA Membership 
Applications.  Each time a 
person is listed as referring a 
new member (not applicable to 
renewals or lapsed 
memberships) from August 1, 
2017 to January 31, 2018, that 
person will earn a chance 
toward a free registration to 
this year's RIMTA Spring 
Meeting and a one-year 
extension to your membership 
(an $80 value)!  Don't worry - 
if you already registered, we'll 
reimburse your registration!!!  
Take this opportunity to 
strengthen your professional 
support system, build 
RIMTA's network and impact 
and possibly save yourself 
some cash!!! 

PRESIDENTIAL 
AWARDS FOR 
EXCELLENCE RIMTA 

MEMBERSHIP 
REFERRAL

The last Elementary Leaders Group Meeting was held Monday, November 20th. We had 18 people representing 12 districts and 
RIDE. At the meeting, we began our book study by discussing the first two chapters from Becoming The Math Teacher You 
Wish You?d Had. The discussion included our ideas about what math is, the phrase "this is easy", and how we can reframe that 
idea in the classroom. We will continue the discussion with an online response in February. We are also going to meet April 10th  
at the Warwick Public Library on Sandy Lane, when Tracy Zager will "zoom in" and join us to continue the book study.
The group also had an update about RICAS. Information can be found at:
http://www.ride.ri.gov/InstructionAssessment/Assessment/RICASAssessments.aspx

The Elementary Math Leaders Group is a network of elementary mathematics leaders from throughout Rhode Island who share 
resources and collaborate to solve the problems being faced in supporting math instruction. The group meets periodically and 
shares resources through an electronic repository. All elementary mathematics teachers, coaches and administrators are welcome 
to participate in person or electronically.  Please contact Meredith Astrologo at meredith_astrologo@nksd.net to get more 
information or to join the group. 

The National Science Foundation is currently accepting nominations and applications 
for the Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching 
(PAEMST) program. PAEMST is the highest honor bestowed by the United States 
government specifically for K-12 mathematics and science (including computer 
science) teaching. Since 1983, more than 4,700 teachers have been recognized for 
their contributions to mathematics and science education. Awardees serve as models 
to their colleagues, inspiration to their communities, and leaders in the improvement 
of mathematics and science education.

The PAEMST program is open to outstanding mathematics and science (including 
computer science) teachers in the 50 states; Washington, D.C.; the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico; Department of Defense Education Activity schools; and the U.S. 
territories as a group.
Anyone--principals, teachers, parents, students, or members of the general 
public--may nominate a teacher by completing the nomination form available on the 
PAEMST website. To submit a nomination, you?ll need the teacher?s name, email 
address, and school contact information. If you know more than one teacher deserving 
of this award, you may submit more than one nomination. Teachers may also apply 
directly at www.paemst.org.

Presidential awardees receive a certificate signed by the President of the United 
States, a trip to Washington, D.C., to attend a series of recognition events and 
professional development opportunities, and a $10,000 award from the National 
Science Foundation. The National Science Foundation administers PAEMST on the 
behalf of The White House Office of Science and Technology Policy.
The Nomination Deadline is April 1, 2018 and the Application Deadline is May 1, 
2018, for elementary school teachers (grades K-6) only. For more information about 
PAEMST or to submit a nomination, go to www.paemst.org.

Submitted by Chris Castillero

Elementary Math Leaders Group 
Repor t

by Meredith Astrologo

http://www.ride.ri.gov/InstructionAssessment/Assessment/RICASAssessments.aspx
http://www.paemst.org.
http://www.paemst.org/
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As we at RIMTA look forward to Sue O'Connell visiting us for the Spring Meeting 
(see Page 3), we had a chance to catch up with her and get some ideas about what 
we can expect on May 17.
RIMTA: Where do you see math education heading over the next ten years?
SO: I  see math education as continuing to emphasize a balance of computation 
fluency, conceptual understanding, and problem solving (application). We have 
recognized that getting a correct answer is not the ultimate goal of mathematics, 
but rather that it is the ability to think mathematically and apply our skills and 
understandings to solve problems. Our focus will be on building balanced math 
programs so students become skilled at computations, understand math skills and 
concepts, and can apply their skills and understandings to solve problems.

RIMTA: What was the best advice about teaching you ever received?
SO: To focus on the student first! We are teaching students mathematics, not 
simply teaching the content of math. The better we understand our students 
(what they know and what they may be struggling to understand), the better 
teachers we become. And building relationships with our students, motivates 
them to want to learn math.

RIMTA: In your professional development work, what do you notice is the biggest
obstacle teachers face when looking to improve their craft?

SO: Teachers are faced with new standards and asked to use new instructional 
strategies to reach today?s math goals. Unfortunately, we are often not given the 
time and support needed to reflect on these changes and implement new teaching 
strategies in our daily teaching. In many places, few resources (time and money) 
are available to support ongoing professional learning.

AN EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH 
SUSAN O'CONNELL

"Sue O'Connell is 
incredibly wise and 
thoughtful about 
connecting 
problem-solving, the 
mathematical practices, 
and teaching content for 
understanding and 
proficiency. She connects 
them through 
instructional strategies 
that are clear, practical, 
and ready to be put 
immediately into practice 
in the classroom."

 Max Ray-Riek
RIMTA: Which of the Standards for Mathematical Practice interests you the most?  Why?
SO: While I  have done a great deal of work with problem solving (SMP 1) and math communication (SMP 3), 
Standard 8 has become a favorite of mine! I t focuses on building mathematical thinkers ? asking students to 
observe data, notice repetition, and discover rules. While we were simply told the ?quick tricks?, this standard 
reminds us that our goal is to develop mathematical thinkers who can make sense of math ideas. When given 
opportunities to explore and discover math, our students often surprise us with their insights. As teachers, we 
have begun to realize the importance of stepping back and letting our students do the thinking.

RIMTA: What new projects have you been working on?
SO: I  have been extremely busy this year working with teachers to help them explore their math content, build 
confidence in their own skills, and discover varied ways to help their students learn and love mathematics. I  
have developed a series of professional development sessions for K-5 teachers, aligned with Heinemann?s 
Math in Practice series, that focus on exploring math content, reflecting on instructional practice, and 
gathering new teaching strategies.

(Continued on Page 6)
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Logic is the art of going wrong with 
confidence. 

Anonymous

A statistician is someone who can 
have his head in a refrigerator and 
his feet in the fire and claim he's 
doing fine.

Anonymous

Do not believe in miracles-rely on 
them.

Anonymous

INTERVIEW WITH SUSAN O'CONNELL 

RIMTA: Your work is primarily connected with elementary education, but teachers 
of Grades K-12 and beyond will attend the Spring Meeting.  How will your 
presentation be relevant to all who attend?
SO: My presentation at the spring meeting will focus on the Standards for 
Mathematical Practice and how they transform our math teaching. In reflecting 
on our practice, and in particular these 8 standards that span grades K-12, we are 
able to find simple ways to align our teaching with the expectations for today?s 
students. Our goals are about building mathematical thinkers and problem solvers 
at all grade levels.

(Continued from Page 5)

conversation, I did a little research. Here is what I found and what I would like to share with all of 
you ... (Info gathered from the website https://www.shiva.com)
The word "chai' translated from Hebrew to English means "life." Within the Jewish faith, the word 
"chai" possesses both numerical and symbolic meaning. The Hebrew word consists of two (2) letters 
in the alphabet: Chet (? ) and Yud (?). Together these letters form "chai," which signifies life and 
represents being alive. In Judaism, the word "chai" is numerically significant and the number 18 is 
universally synonymous with this word. Numerically, the words consist of the eighth (8th) and tenth 
(10th) letters of the Hebrew alphabet Chet (? ) and Yud (?), adding up to eighteen - the number 18, 
which is also the word "Chai."

Quotes to I nspire 
You 

(or Make You Smile)

Traditionally, the Jewish religion, similar to many other religions and cultures, place an emphasis on the significance of life. In addition, 
individuals who observe Judaism or identify with the religion are generally guided by basic principles which include characteristics such as 
kindness, thoughtfulness, selflessness and remaining good natured, both morally and ethically during life on Earth.
In Judaism, it is common to give and receive gifts in multiples of $18 or "Chai," which in part signifies a good omen for life. In fact, the 
longstanding Jewish tradition of gifting, contributing or donating in increments of $18 to individuals is often considered a good deed. The act 
of giving, gifting or donating $18 or a multiple thereof is commonly referred to as "giving chai." This nomenclature extends to multiples as the 
number 36 is commonly referred to as "double Chai." Symbolically, these gestures are representative of giving a gift of "life."
Reflection:
The reason I share this with you is because although I think it?s important to talk about math in this letter, I think it?s just as important to talk 
about us as educators, in general. We are upon a new year that allows us to reset and rethink who we are in our professional, as well as our 
personal, lives. In thinking about 2018, I decided to create a list of 18 things I will do in 2018 - personally and professionally. All of these 
things are tied to stretching and pushing myself in both realms. Here are a few I included:

Do something that scares you every day ? One Month
Go camping 4 times

Support teachers in unpacking their grading practices
Take a 24-hour silent retreat

Deliver professional development that will impact teaching and learning beyond this year

I'd be interested in hearing some of your goals for 2018 - Please share!

Here are a few videos below for your perusal.
What's your New Year's Resolution? Are you making them?  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GtWyg_6KxBU
Kid President on ways to make it an awesome year for somebody else!  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GQOcEDD5hR8

I leave you with this...
"The book is called opportunity and its first chapter is New Year's Day."  - Edith Lovejoy Pierce
Have an incredibly Joyful year!
Lynn Prentiss
RIMTA President

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
(Continued from Page 1)

https://www.shiva.com/learning-center/commemorate/chai/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GtWyg_6KxBU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GQOcEDD5hR8
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Two authors, Robert 
Albrecht and George 
Firedrake, have released 
a new free e-book 
available for download 
from Information Age 
Education.  The book, 
titled Dice Probabilities 
and Statistics 01, 
features 131 activities 
using no more than 
standard six-sided dice.  
Statistics are often a 
neglected branch of 
mathematics in many 
school curricula; 
incorporating some of 
these activities may help 
in this area.  To access 
this book and others, 
please visit 
http://bit.ly/2lpRs74. 

So many factors contribute to a student?s success. High-quality curriculum and talented teachers. 
The foundation established by strong early education services. Access to safe, warm, 21st century 
learning environment. Nutrition. Work-based learning opportunities. Personalized instruction.
I could go on.
But when I look at education from the perspective of a student, I often think of the ?why? factor. 
Why does what I?m learning matter?
I wrote about this issue in an August op-ed in the Providence Journal, as well, because I believe 
that the relevance of what we?re teaching and what students are learning is tremendously important 
to their success. In SurveyWorks last year, we asked ?how interested are you in your classes?? The 
majority of students in grades 3 through 5 ? 65 percent ? responded favorably. When we move to 
grades 6 through 12, only 36 percent responded favorably. When we fail to ignite the passions and 
interests of students, we risk losing them. When they can?t connect their education to their futures, 
they disengage, and that broken connection becomes increasingly common the older that students 
get.
It?s no surprise, then, that we?re seeing so much excitement around the kinds of hands-on 
initiatives that help connect our classrooms to careers. At the first PrepareRI Summit this fall, more 
than 250 educators, policymakers, and counselors came together to talk about integrating career 
education in meaningful ways ? not just for high school seniors, but for all students, starting in 
elementary school. A couple months later, at the CS4RI Summit, more than 2,000 people were at 
URI to celebrate and support computer science education and the doors it opens for students.
It?s not just about what we?re teaching, but about how we?re teaching it. As math teachers, you 
have likely seen students who approach your content area with suspicion. I?ve often heard people 
say that they?re ?not a math person,? but the truth is that mathematics is applied in so many ways 
in our lives, and a strong math background is beneficial for all students.
Why does this lesson matter? Because it will help you manage your bank account, or apply for a 
loan, or buy a house, or start a business. Because what you?re learning today has real-world 
ramifications for what you want to do in the future. When we make those connections for students, 
we make content come alive. When we make those connections, we keep them engaged, and we 
put them on a path to success.
Ken Wagner, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education
Rhode Island Depar tment of Education

FREE RESOURCE

RIDE COMMISSIONER'S 
REPORT

Dr. Ken Wagner

ATMNE WEBSI TE UPDATE
The address for ATMNE's website has changed.  The URL is now 
https://sites.google.com/rsu24.org/atmneorg/home.  Check it for updates 
about our other New England affiliates.  There may be an event for you!

https://sites.google.com/rsu24.org/atmneorg/home
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RIMTA Awards
In 2017, RIMTA began recognizing outstanding teaching and learning with its Rookie (Teacher) of the Year, Teacher of the 
Year, and Student Recognition awards.  RIMTA will again recognize outstanding educators and students in 2018.  A brief 
description of the criteria for each award follows.

Rook ie of  t he Year
1. Awarded to a teacher that instructs students in grades K through 12, who has shown outstanding promise.
2. The teacher has been teaching three or fewer years and meets at least one of the following criteria:

a. Has demonstrated reflective practice that has impacted teaching and learning;
b. Has shown significant progress in delivering mathematics instruction;
c. Has demonstrated leadership in or out of the classroom regarding mathematics education;
d. Has a specific ?mathematics success story? deserving of recognition (e.g., extraordinary project, overcome 

obstacles, etc.); or
e. Has gone ?above and beyond? in some aspect of his/her mathematics instruction.  

Educat or  of  t he Year
1. Awarded to a teacher that instructs students in grades K through 12, who has demonstrated effective characteristics of 

an outstanding practitioner.
2. The teacher has been teaching five or more years and meets all of the following criteria:

a. Has demonstrated reflective practice that has impacted teaching and learning;
b. Has demonstrated leadership in and out of the classroom, regarding mathematics education;
c. Has been an instructional model/mentor for others and across disciplines;
d. Has demonstrated positive, productive and effective use of instructional strategies and tools; and
e. Has demonstrated and fostered inclusive practices for stakeholders in the school community.

St udent  Recognit ion
1. Awarded to a student that is enrolled in grades K through 12, who is an example of ?true grit? 
2. The student meets at least one of the following criteria:

a. Has demonstrated sustained success in mathematics;
b. Has shown significant progress in mathematics achievement;
c. Has demonstrated leadership in or out of the classroom regarding mathematics education;
d. Has a specific ?mathematics student success story? deserving of recognition (e.g., extraordinary project, 

overcome obstacles, etc.); or
e. Has gone ?above and beyond? in some aspect of his/her mathematics performance.

You can download the full guidelines and application form at https://rimta.wildapricot.org/RIMTA-__-of-the-Year-Awards.  
If you have any questions, please email Lynn Prentiss at lpiq818@gmail.com.  

Anne Barbour (c), 
RIMTA's 2017 
Educator of the Year.  
Also pictured are 
Anne's nominator Gina 
Kilday (l) and RIMTA 
President Lynn 
Prentiss.

Kayla Brimlow, 
RIMTA's 2017 
Rookie of the Year 
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Do you know how many prime numbers exist between 1 and 100?  The name 
of the principal on "Welcome Back, Kotter"?  The name of the U.S. Secretary of 
Education?  If you do (or even if you don't), then you should visit us on March 29 
for RIMTA's fourth Trivia Night (check your email for location).  It's free to play, 
and you can come alone or bring a team of friends.  No pre-registration is 
required.  Participants do not need to be RIMTA members or even teachers.  Just 
come by, catch up with old friends, have some great food and beverages, and 
compete for bragging rights (and gift cards for the winning team).  The fun starts 
at 6:30; see you then!

Be sure to check 
us out on Twitter 

@rimtamath on the 
day of the trivia 
contest for the 

answer to one of 
the questions!

RIMTA Tr ivia Night

NCTM REPORT
A new benefit of NCTM membership is the new forum MyNCTM.  MyNCTM is a 
space just for you and has been designed for NCTM members to find, connect, and 
collaborate with one another. Some people have expressed concern about their inboxes 
being flooded with email.  S. Leigh Nataro shared that there is an option for a weekly 
consolidated digest. ?You can turn this on by going to:
Profile > Communities > My account > Community notifications
Change the discussion email to no email, and check the box for weekly consolidated. 
The NCTM Annual Meeting is scheduled for April 25-28 in Washington, DC.  
Registration is open at nctm.org.
NCTM has scheduled two Regional Conferences in New England in the near future.  
One will take place in Hartford from October 4-6, 2018.  The second will be held in 
Boston from October 2-4, 2019.  Consider these as you plan your professional 
development experiences over the next two years. 
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It is with sadness that we note the passing of a past RIMTA President. Mary 
Provost, who served as RIMTA?s President from 1985 to 1988, passed away on 
August 27, 2017.
Mary received her undergraduate degree from Our Lady of the Elms College and 
her Master?s Degree from Brown University.A recipient of many awards, she was 

In Mem or iam -Mary Provost

selected for the Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching in 1989.
Mary began her teaching career at the then Blackstone (MA) High School and served on the Blackstone 
School Committee. She later transitioned to North Smithfield High School where she also served as Math 
Team Advisor. She was honored for twenty-eight years of service to the children of North Smithfield High 
School System.  Upon her retirement, Mary and her husband of 61 years relocated to Myrtle Beach, SC.
Her passion and spirit will be missed.

RIDE is pleased to announce the availability of a variety of resources on our website to 
assist in the transition to the RICAS assessments. There is a webpage specifically 
dedicated to RICAS (http://bit.ly/2E8PoYh) which includes information for test 
coordinators, accommodations, PNPs, test design for mathematics and ELA, and the 
technical skills students will need for the assessment.
For mathematics, teachers can find test design fact sheets specific to their grade level. 
These fact sheets highlight the reporting categories and percentage of points attributed to 
each, item types and point values, as well as access to the RICAS Resource Center 
managed by Pearson. Additionally, links are provided for easy access to released items, 
tutorials, and practices tests. The RICAS webpage also contains the calculator policy, 
grade level standard reference sheets, and supplemental reference sheets, which can be 
offered as an accommodation.
The RICAS Mathematics webinar will review RICAS mathematics test design 
information, including item types, the percentage of points allotted to reporting categories 
for each grade, the calculator policy, and RICAS performance levels. Presenters will also 
highlight released items and other resources available through the RICAS Resource 
Center.  Space is limited.

- Tuesday, January 30 from 7:30am to 8:30am.  Register at 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1650173827281003521

- Tuesday, February 6 from 3:30pm to 4:30pm.  Register at 
- https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1225474266913083393

In-person half day RICAS Test Coordinator Trainings will be held Monday through 
Wednesday, February 12, 13, and 14, 2018. Location and registration information will be 
posted on the RIDE RICAS website soon.

Phot os f rom  RIDE's 
Educat or  Excellence 
Night  at  Wat er f ire

(L to R) RIMTA's 2017 award 
winners Cathy Boutin, Anne 
Barbour, and Kayla Brimlow

(L to R) Jill Fisher, Lynn 
Prentiss, Anne Barbour, Cathy 
Boutin, and Gina Kilday

RID E Update on  
RICAS Assessm en ts

by Susan  Pagl iaro

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1650173827281003521
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1225474266913083393
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=29388120&msgid=110573&act=X3UW&c=1656468&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ride.ri.gov%2FInstructionAssessment%2FAssessment%2FRICASAssessments.aspx%2339551517-srpnp-information
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=29388120&msgid=110573&act=X3UW&c=1656468&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ride.ri.gov%2FInstructionAssessment%2FAssessment%2FRICASAssessments.aspx%2339551517-srpnp-information
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From @rimtamath

Lots of great guests coming to 
speak in RI in 2018. 
@SueOConnellMath Graham 
Fletcher @gfletchy, 
@JohnSanGiovanni, Eli Luberoff 
@eluberoff. You can't afford to 
miss these opportunities!!

From @desmos
Students learn about 
probabilities by creating their 
own spinners and setting them 
LOOSE. Check out our latest 
activity!http://bit.ly/2DxgBU0

From @justintar te
Some kids go an entire day 
without anyone saying their 
name. Be the teacher who 
speaks to each student by name 
every day. #edchat

AMS REPORT

The American Mathematical Society, headquartered in 
Providence, has several activities of interest to Rhode 
Island math teachers and students:
Who Wants to Be a Mathematician
This contest for high school students takes place each 
year on Pi Day at Providence College. The top prize in 
this fun and educational event is $3,000. Be on the 
lookout this month for an invitation from the AMS, 
which includes the qualifying test. There is no 
registration fee. If interested, email paoffice@ams.org 
with the subject line "WWTBAM Championship" 
ASAP.  Find out more at http://www.ams.org/wwtbam.
AMS Award for Outstanding Achievement in 
Mathematics
Each spring the Society awards certificates and books 
to the top-performing math senior at each school. A 
letter about the award soliciting a nomination from 

Submitted by Mike Breen
American Mathematical Society

On Twitter

your faculty of a deserving member of the senior class will arrive in April. No charge to 
participate.
Apr il is Mathematics and Statistics Awareness Month
We all know that math doesn?t get enough credit. April is your chance to remedy this 
situation during Mathematics and Statistics Awareness Month. See more information at 
http://www.mathstatmonth.org.
AMS for Students
News and other information of interest to students is at http://www.ams.org/students. You 
and your students can find out about math in the news, summer math camps, math 
programs, and lots more.
AMS Posters
Need to spruce up your classroom walls? The AMS offers free eye-catching math 
posters. If you haven?t seen these free posters, check them out at 
http://www.ams.org/samplings/posters/posters.
To find out more about any of the AMS activities for you and your students, email Mike, 
Annette, and Samantha at paoffice@ams.org.

Students having a blast 
at Who Wants to Be a 
Mathematician at 
Providence College.

Poster promoting 
Mathematics and 
Statistics Month.  The 
complete flyer is 
available at 
http://bit.ly/2q3oKgX

https://twitter.com/SueOConnellMath
https://twitter.com/SueOConnellMath
https://twitter.com/gfletchy
https://twitter.com/gfletchy
https://twitter.com/JohnSanGiovanni
https://twitter.com/JohnSanGiovanni
https://twitter.com/eluberoff
https://twitter.com/eluberoff
https://twitter.com/hashtag/nctmalc17?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/nctmalc17?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/nctmalc17?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/nctmalc17?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/edchat?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/edchat?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/nctmalc17?src=hash
http://www.ams.org/wwtbam
http://www.mathstatmonth.org/
http://www.ams.org/students
http://www.ams.org/samplings/posters/posters
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Steps for Understanding Math (SUM) Program
Submit ted by Chris Cast illero

SUM, Steps to Understanding Mathematics, is a professional learning ser ies created in 
par tnership between RIDE and the Rhode Island Mathematics Teachers Association (RIMTA) 
that increases an educator 's ability to identify student gaps in the understanding of number, 
operations on whole numbers and decimals, and fraction as number. Adapted from First Steps 
in Mathematics, SUM will provide core teachers and interventionists with a consistent lens to 
diagnose students? deficiencies in number sense. SUM is not a program; it is a learning 
exper ience that compliments any core or intervention program by empower ing the teacher, 
through a professional learning exper ience, to understand how students learn mathematics. This 
knowledge is crucial for uncover ing the under lying issues of why some students do not close the 
gaps in their learning as well as providing the teacher perspective on how to adjust lessons in 
order for students to have an entry point to learn.

The following components are included in a SUM professional learning exper ience:
- 4 days of professional learning (Summer 2018)
- Copies of the First Steps in Mathematics books - Number 1 and 2
- Diagnostic tasks
- Learning activities

RIMTA and RIDE will be piloting modules in the late winter to ear ly spr ing with teachers. 
Information from these modules will be used to create teacher training sessions for the summer. 
In addition to teacher training sessions, we will provide sessions for facilitators so LEAs can 
have an internal trainer for in-distr ict SUM sessions The distr ict facilitators will have access to 
all training mater ials enabling them to customize mater ials to meet the needs of their teachers. 
More information about dates, times and location for teacher training will be coming in 
January. For more information please contact,

Chr is Castillero
Mathematics Specialist RIDE
chr istopher.castiller@ride.r i.gov
401-222-8458
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School Meet I Meet I I Meet I I I Meet IV Total
Barrington HS 87 79 166
East Greenwich HS 87 78 165
Wheeler School 88 76 164
Rocky Hill School 86 67 153
Moses Brown School 77 49 126
Classical HS 65 56 121
Portsmouth HS 71 50 121
Bishop Hendricken HS 64 37 101
Lincoln HS 62 39 101
The Prout School 60 41 101
North Smithfield HS 65 32 97
Ponaganset HS 62 33 95
La Salle Academy 57 36 93
Mt St Charles Academy 58 35 93
Cranston HS West 59 27 86
Westerly HS 52 34 86
Cumberland HS 51 31 82
North Kingstown HS 46 36 82
So. Kingstown HS 50 31 81
North Providence HS 40 30 70
Chariho Regional HS 46 23 69
Woonsocket HS 49 16 65
Exeter-W.Greenwich HS 43 21 64
Cranston HS East 34 26 60
Burrillville HS 36 23 59
St Mary Acad. Bayview 40 19 59
Middletown HS 34 23 57
West Warwick HS 38 18 56
Narragansett HS 38 16 54
Toll Gate HS 38 15 53
Tiverton HS 33 13 46
Tolman HS 28 15 43
Pilgrim HS 29 8 37
St Raphael Academy 17 19 36
The Greene School 27 9 36
Times Squared Academy 20 10 30
Mt Hope HS 12 11 23
Mt Pleasant HS 7 6 13
Beacon Charter HS 6 4 10

Rhode Island Math League Standings
Submitted by Ray Morin
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SECONDARY LESSON PLAN
Submitted by Steve Levesque

 

I love attending conferences.  I always leave with fantastic ideas that I can use the next day.  
This year's ATMNE Fall Conference in Marlboro, MA, was no exception.  After attending a 
session by Michele Farkas from the Long Trail School in Vermont, I left with this gem, 
among others.  I had used human graphs in the past, but this session gave me a great way to 
store axes that I can place on a floor and have students make human graphs on short notice. 
It starts with buying a strip of plastic for the axes.  I went to www.homedepot.com and 
ordered some woven vinyl hanger strap; it's the stuff they use for the mesh on old lawn 
chairs.  See below for a screenshot of the page.  I had to order 100 yards of it, though I only 
needed about a quarter of that amount, so I have some to share if you are interested!  It's 
relatively easy to cut, so I cut two strips, each about 40 feet long.  I then wrapped strips of 
white duct tape every two feet, labeled them from -10 to 10 with a Sharpie, and Voila, 
instant axes!  When I want to use them for class, I find a space large enough, roll out the 
strips, and tape them down, and get our graphing on!  
My students did a transformations activity using these axes (see below).  We went to the 
gym, which was great because the bleachers gave the rest of the class a bird's eye view and a 
chance to give feedback.  In groups of five, they plotted themselves on the axes using 
coordinates I gave.  The five points formed the function f(x).  I then would ask them to plot 
transformations on their function, such as f(x) + 3, f(x - 2), -f(x), and 2f(x) - 1.  I learned 
what students knew and didn't know, we cleared up some student misconceptions, and 
students enjoyed themselves.  Students from a gym class that were waiting for the bell to 
ring even joined in on the fun!
I definitely plan to use activities like this more often in the future.  From plotting points to 
introducing linear or quadratic functions, there are a lot of opportunities for application.  
Please email SLevesque314@gmail.com with any ideas you may have; I would  love to hear 
them!
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In this issue, we have included links to two activities that connect literature with proportional 
reasoning.  Both activities were shared at the ATMNE Fall Conference by Donna Christy and Christine 
Payson.  The first is from the 1978 mystery novel, The Westing Game.  Here is a passage from the 
story that provides the impetus for the activity.

The full activity, available in PDF form and ready for student use, can be found at http://bit.ly/2ChbOZN

This second link is an activity built around the classic Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.  Have you 
ever heard of chocolate chili chips?  Probably not, but I'd like to learn more!  Here is the prompt for 
this activity.

  

The full activity, available in PDF form and ready for student use, can be found at http://bit.ly/2lpYpnJ

 MIDDLE SCHOOL LESSON PLAN
Submitted by Donna Chr isty
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your favorite lesson ideas, 
teaching tips, reflections,  
resources, or tech tools.  
The RIMTA membership 
will benefit from your 
knowledge and insights.  
One small newsletter 
submission from each 
RIMTA member would 
create an incredible 
resource for any math 
educator.  A common 
saying is, "The smartest 
person in the room is the 
room."  The smartest 
person in RIMTA is 
RIMTA!  Please send any 
submissions to Steve 
Levesque at 
slevesque314@gmail.com. 

In this issue, we wanted to get a few words from Anne Barbour, winner of RIMTA's first 
Teacher of the Year Award.  If you would like to nominate a deserving candidate for a 
RIMTA award, please see Page 8.
It was such an honor to be named RIMTA?s first ever Outstanding Teacher of the Year this 
past May! RIMTA has paved the way for me to gather so much knowledge about teaching 
mathematics, gain experience in presenting to colleagues, and has helped me collect 
numerous innovative ideas and materials about the best practices to use in my classroom 
on a daily basis. I pride myself in making sure my students love and understand 
mathematics. I want my students to have a solid foundation, have real world connections, 
and a deep understanding of the new concepts I present each day! My classroom is full of 
anchor charts, awards for meeting the standards, student data charts, engaging centers, 
manipulatives, and math literature that help make math come alive for my students during 
every lesson. So many of my teaching strategies have come from RIMTA members who 
share their expertise at RIMTA events.

Attending RIMTA, ATMNE, and now NCTM conferences have been a passion of mine for 
several years. I started attending when The Common Core became our focus and I knew I 
needed help navigating through all the new practices and standards! RIMTA was great 
with supporting the teachers of Rhode Island and guiding us through implementing The 
Common Core with the necessary tools. The proud and passionate RIMTA members I 
interact with at conferences energize and rejuvenate my teaching. This collaboration 
inspires me to develop new learning activities, practice discussion techniques, play new 
games, and try all the new strategies I?ve learned with my students upon my return to the 
classroom. This will be my 29th year as an educator, and believe it or not, I can?t wait to 
get started! (I started at 21 so go ahead and do the math!)

Being a lifelong learner keeps the excitement in my classroom alive! I attended 
TeacherFest this summer in Narragansett, RI. It was an awesome experience!! The 
feedback I received after leading a presentation entitled, ?Making Math Magical With 
Math Literature? with my great friend, Gina Kilday, boosted my confidence significantly. 
Furthermore, the incredible things I learned about Station Rotation, Blended Learning, and 
Tim Marum?s report on Best Practices from Highly Performing School Districts had a 
profound impact on my personal practices. I believe implementing these instructional 
strategies will propel me into the best year I will ever have in my classroom.

Last year I was so humbled to be awarded an NCTM Grant based in Geometry. I used 
these funds to purchase amazing posters, hands-on materials and manipulatives, 
instructional books, giant pattern blocks and tangrams, and math literature libraries for all 
six of our third grade classrooms at Metcalf School in the EWG School District.
We received everything an elementary math classroom would ever need. I wholeheartedly 
believe in equity and access for each and every student. I want all our students to benefit 
from amazing mathematics lessons, centers, stories, and anchor charts in their classrooms. 
So when RIMTA graciously awarded me grant funds to use in my classroom, I started to 
ask myself what else we needed. I had to think long and hard about what I was going to 
use this extra money for. It has been a few months and I have finally decided after 
attending TeacherFest that I am going to buy an iPad for ME!!!!!

(Continued on Page 18)

  

REFLECTIONS FROM RIMTA'S 2017 
OUTSTANDING TEACHER OF THE YEAR

by  Anne Barbour

PLEASE SHARE...
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CHALLENGE 
PROBLEMS

Elementary Challenge Problems (from https://nr ich.maths.org)

Middle School Challenge Problems (From NCTM's MTMS Palette of Problems) 
Joey said that when you are in your teen years you are in the prime of your life because four of your ages during 
that time are prime numbers. What four prime numbers occur during your teen years?
Solution: 11, 13, 17, 19

When is the next decade (such as the 30's or 40's) when there will be four prime numbers? What are those prime 
numbers?
Solution: The first decade in the 100's (ages 100-109). They are 101, 103, 107 and 109.

A person travels for 1 hour, and then stops for 10 minutes. The person then travels for 2 hours, stops for 10 
minutes; travels for 3 hours, stops for 10 minutes; and travels for 1 more hour. The entire trip is 357 miles. What 
is the person's average rate of speed while traveling?

Solution: 51 miles per hour. The person traveled 357 miles during the 7 hours of actual travel. 
Entering the values into the formula d = rt produces 357 =r(7) . So, r = 51.
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  Reflections from RIMTA's Teacher of the Year
(Continued from Page 16)  

H I GH  SCH O O L  CH A L L EN GE PRO BL EM S
f r om  Past  Rh ode I sl an d  M ath  L eagu e M eets

 
1.  

Solution: 32

2.  

Solution: 5

3.  

Solution: 25

At TeacherFest I was mesmerized by the numerous apps that are out there for engaging students in mathematics! I can?t 
wait to dive into exploring some of these apps to find what best suites and what will be the most purposeful for my 
students and our programs. The SeeSaw app really grabbed my attention. It is an electronic portfolio for student work 
with blogging and parent communication capabilities! (Think about that for the new evaluation tool!) I love it when my 
classroom becomes a busy place with students making decisions about their own learning! I think this is the program for 
me! With my new iPad from RIMTA, I will be able to teach my students about this new way to record information until 
of course, they discover new ways to use it and start teaching me! I have longed to have an iPad for recording formative 
assessment data to help guide my instruction as well as summative assessment data for report cards! I never thought I 
could be part of the ?techy? crowd, but with a Growth Mindset in place, I am going to make this happen.

I am so proud to have been chosen to be RIMTA?s first ever Outstanding Teacher of the Year! RIMTA events have 
played a huge part in my growth as a teacher. I feel blessed to be part of this organization and to have had all the rich 
experiences that have made me the confident and creative teacher that I am today.
Come and visit me in my classroom at Metcalf School, reach out to me at anne_barbour@ewg.k12.ri.us, or follow me 
on Twitter @anne_teaches. I will be presenting a combination of data collection, math literature, and geometry ideas for 
RIMTA in the spring. Wishing everyone a productive and fabulous remainder of the year!
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March 14: Who Wants to Be a Mathematician? competition,

                  Providence College

March 16: RIMTA Award Nominations Due  

March 29, RIMTA Trivia Night

April 25-28: NCTM Annual Meeting, Washington, DC

May 17: RIMTA Spring Meeting

August 6-10: Girls Get Math at ICERM (Applications due May 21)

October 4-6, NCTM Regional Conference, Hartford, CT

December 6-7: ATMNE Fall Conference, Warwick, RI

October 2-4, 2019: NCTM Regional Conference, Boston, MA

SAVE THE DATES THANKS
READING!!

FOR


